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I thought this would be a great way to
start the New Year! I love this story! It’s
one of my all-time favorites!
Maybe some of you know the story of
The Man of La Mancha, and if you
know something of Cervantes who wrote
it, then you may know that Don Quixote
is really a Christ figure. The author,
Cervantes, is thrown in prison in Seville.
Finding himself in the middle of a band
of cutthroats he tries to distract them by
telling them his story of Don Quixote, the
Man of La Mancha.
In the story, Quixote pictures himself
as a chivalrous knight. Although as
Cervantes tells the story, we see him as
sort of a bumbling, absent-minded
idealist who charges around the countryside slaying imaginary dragons and seeing imaginary castles ... trying to perform
various acts of chivalry. He is the kind of
person who chooses not to see things as
they really are, but more to see things as
he hopes and wishes they would be and
could be. He goes forth to right all the
wrongs of the world—to take it by
storm.
The Don is a man who lives in a
world of impossible dreams. His armor is
shabby, and his horse is sagging. At the
heart of the story, perhaps the most
touching part of it all, is the relationship
between Don Quixote, this knight of the
woeful countenance, and his fair lady
whom
he
calls
Dulcinea
—
“Sweetness.”
Dulcinea, though, is far from a fair
lady. She is a harlot in a bawdy tavern.
Her real name is Aldonza. She resents
Quixote’s intrusion in her life and assures
him that she is the “most casual bride of
the murderous scum of the earth.”
Aldonza seeks to convince him in the
brashest possible way that she is no lady.
But the Don persists, “Still thou art
my lady.” Don Quixote sees her as his
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lady. He tells her that he sees heaven
when he sees her. Horrified, she replies
that all she can see is a dream covered
with rusty tin. She says to him, "Just look
at me! Look at me and see what I really
am!" She is Aldonza. She is nothing.
Nothing at all. But Don Quixote is not
bothered by any of that ... not bothered by
the realism or the truth of her life. He
doesn't see that in her at all. He sees her
as he hopes she will be and as he wishes
her to be.
Don Quixote’s family tries to make
him face reality. They oblige him to see
the world as it is by shocking him into
reality. As they begin to succeed, his
health and his spirit begin to break, and he
is at the point of giving up his impossible
dream. It is then that Aldonza comes to
him. She gazes at him with a look of
gratefulness and says, “You saw me and
called me by another name — Dulcinea.”
Aldonza had become a lady; her life
renewed by someone who dared to believe
in her and call her by a new name.
It seems to me that there are many
times that God interferes with our lives in
a quixotic manner—almost foolishly. He
sees what we are and yet insists on calling
us another name. He dares to dream the
impossible dream.
As we enter this New Year, 2023, I
want you to think about this God who
always does the impossible and know that
God is in the business of making things
new. God says, “See I am making everything new” (Revelation 21:5). That is the
exciting thing about knowing God. The
Lord spoke through Isaiah saying,
“Forget the former things; do not dwell
on the past. See, I am doing a new
thing” (Isaiah 43:18-19). Isn’t God
great? I daresay that as we enter this New
Year, we all find ourselves in a place
where we are desirous of God doing new
things in, and bringing true and lasting
change, to our lives.
Continued on next page >>>
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And only God can bring about real change.
We cannot do this by ourselves. We need something
beyond us. That “something” is a Someone and that Someone is Jesus Christ. During his life here on earth he never
left people the same. He always affected them
permanently. They either became devout disciples, or
dangerous enemies, but they were forever different. They
either permitted him to help them or claimed they didn’t
need him. But to those who allowed him, he made new
people. The change was so real, and so permanent, that he
gave them new names as a sign of what he had performed
in them.
Look at Simon Peter, the one who would forget Jesus’
teaching about turning the other cheek and slash a man’s
ear off with a sword; the one who fled when danger neared
and denied his Master with a curse. Jesus dared to call him
the “Rock!” He knew his real name. Everyone knew that
Simon was a man with a hot temper. His emotional
reactions were completely unpredictable. He could also be
uncertain of himself and unable to make up his mind. A
rock was the last thing most people associated with Simon.
Jesus saw through Simon’s weakness and told him that his
weakness could be his strength by the transforming power
of God. Jesus knew that He would use Simon’s fiery
emotions and his impetuous actions to accomplish his
purposes in the world.
Remember the story of Zacchaeus, the little bad man
in the tree? Greedy. Despised. Outcast. Jesus sees him and
says to him, “Zacchaeus, salvation has come to you.”
Zacchaeus was changed by an experience with Jesus.
When he tasted God’s grace, he was transformed from a
man of greedy exploitation to one of lavish, exuberant,
bubbly generosity.
Isn’t that what all of us need? We need someone who
can look beyond our faults and weaknesses and not only
love us but expect the best from us. Someone who will
believe in us. Someone who will give us another chance;
someone who will call us by another name. Here is the
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. Only he has the power to
turn our weaknesses into our strengths.
Perhaps you feel inadequate and guilty. You are more
than aware of your weaknesses and imperfections. You
feel that much of what you do turns out wrong. You have
had more than your share of failure. Jesus gives you a new
name.
Perhaps sin has dealt a heavy blow — maybe you feel
your life and others have been affected by your errors —
and you live with that. People expect you to fail. I am
amazed as I catch the overtones in people’s conversations
of how much they think of God as seeing only the bad in
them. They believe he is more aware of their failure than
anything else. They think that God is waiting to find
something that they say or do wrong so that he can pounce
on them.
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But the Bible says, “Whenever our hearts condemn
us…God is greater than our hearts, and he knows
everything” (1 John 3:20). Many times, while we are
condemning ourselves, God is trying to help us realize
his forgiveness and his love. He is calling us
“forgiven.” He is using a new name for us, but all the
while we are insisting our name hasn’t changed.
Jesus gives you a new name. He knows you inside
and out. And through his power at work in you He
wants your life to become all that God created it to be.
Look at this great passage from Isaiah: “You will be
called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will
bestow. You will be a crown of splendor in the LORD’S
hand, a royal diadem in the hand of your God” (Isaiah
62:2-3).
Those the world called tax collectors; Jesus called
disciples.
Those called sinners, Jesus called companions.
Those scorned as immoral, he called forgiven.
Those called common fishermen, he called fishers of
men.
A crucified thief he called an heir — an heir of the
paradise of God.
What names have you been called? What names
have you called yourself? Jesus Christ offers you a new
lease on life. A new chance in this New Year. A new
name.
Don’t settle for the disparaging or flattering names
the world gives you. Don’t be satisfied with any name
or title the world wants to call you, until you have been
given a new name by God — the one he has given you
and knows you by. All other names are false and
frivolous. There is no name better than the one he has
called you. You don’t need the accolades of the world;
you need a new name and a new heart given to you by
God.
Listen to what He is saying to you. Listen for the
new name he is calling you despite your failure and
believe that you can change by the power of that NEW
NAME working in your life. Even when you have lost
all confidence in yourself, He still sees the transformation in you, for he sees what his Spirit will do in and
through you. His love is transforming and can make you
brand new.

Continued on next page >>>

Years ago, I was given a card by someone who knew I was going through a very difficult time in my life.
This passage from Isaiah was on that card.
“But now, this is what the LORD says — he who created you…he who formed you… ‘Fear not, for I
have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I
will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk
through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For I am the LORD, your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior…you are precious and honored in my sight, and… I love you…Do not
be afraid, for I am with you’” (Isaiah 43:1-6).
Consider what the Bible says about you.
“He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who did receive him,
to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— children born not of
natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God” (John 1:11-13).
“The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you
received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." The Spirit himself
testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God
and co-heirs with Christ…” (Romans 8:15-17).
Look at all this amazing love that God, who summoned you by name, has for you!
“See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that
is what we are!” (1 John 3:1).
He gives you his new best name of love. Embrace him as he already embraces you. You are his child.
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OFFICE HOURS

Book Worms Book Club News

Monday-Thursday
9:00 AM—1:00 PM

Hey Book Worms!! The Book Club is back after a
warm winters nap...They’ll be meeting again on the
first Friday of every month at 3 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall.
Everyone is welcome to join us!

CONTACT INFORMATION

Church Office (928) 684-2836
Front Office: fpcfrontoffice@gmail.com
Website: www.fpcwickenburg.org

Upcoming Books:
January 6: The Sea Keeper’s Daughters
by Lisa Wingate
Facilitated by Deborah Pinnell

Jonathan Evans, Pastor
Cell (928) 231-7704
jkevans54@me.com

Stay tuned for the February read!

Un- decking the Halls!

Happy Reading!

Another Christmas Season is sadly to
soon to pass and as we look forward to
the future, we need to prepare the
Church for a whole new exciting year ahead!

Also, we are looking for
new leadership for
Fellowship events
beginning this year.

So...

Did you catch the ‘spark’? You can ‘show
your light’ by accepting this challenge of
leadership!

The Church needs our help in packing away
all the Christmas decorations that helped to
make her look so beautiful this year.

Visit with Debbie Leschner or
Gail Graham for details.

We’ll be taking down the greens on Sunday,
January 8th after the worship service. Please
join us...many hands make light work!
WICKENBURG NEIGHBORHOOD
GREEN BAG FOOD PROJECT
STAGE DROP OFF DATES!

We sent
dollars to the Phoenix
Rescue Missions from our Special
Offering collection on Christmas Eve, Thank
you all for your support and God Bless

February 10
April 14
June 16
August 11
October 13
December 8
Bring your Green Bags to the stage in Fellowship
Hall on the Friday before please
The Deacons will see that they are
delivered.
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NEW SUNDAY STUDY STARTING
JANUARY 8, 11:30 A.M.
Why Study 2 Corinthians with Us?
2 Corinthians makes several unique contributions to believers' understanding of their life in
Christ and relation to the world.
As Paul's letter addresses the very culture and city -Corinth- most like the American church
today, it sheds invaluable light on the many tests and challenges facing
Christians both then and now.

Specifically, as nowhere else, the apostle Paul illuminates four areas
vital to victorious Christian living, 2 Corinthians:
1) provides the most sustained insight into the nature and meaning of Christian suffering (the
book with the most references to suffering in the NT);
2) explains the essence of the new covenant in relation to the old;
3) illustrates the transforming character of the 'new creation' in the midst of the old; and
4) unveils tests by which we can discern the Spirit's work in our and the life of others.

The fundamental theme interwoven throughout all 13 chapters of this oft misunderstood letter
is the transformation of human existence when touched by the healing comfort and love of almighty God.
In sum, the timeless relevance of 2 Corinthians resides in how the transforming love of Christ
compelled His greatest apostle to open wide his heart and bare his soul as a faithful model for
fellow believers on their own sacred journey from "glory to glory."
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THE CHRISTMAS BAZAAR FOR
MISSIONS WAS A BIG SUCCESS!!
Thank you to all the hardworking volunteers
who donated their time and talents this
summer on craft projects, and to the Nifty
Needlers for creating beautiful, quilted items
for the Bazaar. A big thanks goes out to all
the bakers who helped make our bake sale
profitable, and to those who made jams and
jellies and crafted mustards. Thank you.
And we can’t forget the volunteers who
manned the Outdoor Café and the various
tables inside Fellowship Hall. Honorable
mention goes to Sharon Horn who was our
cashier and tallied the total profit for the
event, and to Sharen Mourn, our intrepid
leader, for her organizational skills. Everyone
pitched in and did a wonderful job. And
thanks to the shoppers! We are so glad you
stopped by and purchased items for gifts and
decorating.
AND it was so good to see Allyson Searway
and Hank Brubaker and the family!! Allyson
was there to sell jewelry and Justin Searway
graced us in the pulpit on Sunday!
Do I hear an amen?!

&
Ladies…Wanna have a day of
crafting and/or sewing fun with
some awesome girlfriends?
Tuesdays from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
in the Gathering Room.
Bring your lunch andJoin us!!
Everyone is welcome and no
experience is necessary!!
We’ll have you in stitches!
Our new year starts
January 4, 2023,
when we will have
our first planning
meeting. There is a
core
group
of
women who meet and plan events for
the year, such as the recent Cookie
Exchange. We are always happy to
have other women join us with some
fresh ideas. All women who attend
First Presbyterian Church belong to
PW and all are welcome to attend our
meetings.
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"My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road
ahead of me. I cannot know for certain where it will end. Nor do I
really know myself, and the fact that I think I am following Your will
does not mean that I am actually doing so. But I believe that the
desire to please You does in fact please you. And I hope I have that
desire in all that I am doing. I hope that I will never do anything apart
from that desire. And I know that, if I do this, You will lead me by the
right road, though I may know nothing about it. Therefore I will trust
You always though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death.
I will not fear, for You are ever with me, and You will never leave me
to face my perils alone." — Thomas Merton
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TITHES AND GIFTS
MONTH OF:
December

GENERAL
FUND

DEACON’S
FUND

TOTAL

$19,567

$705

$20,272

Thanks to all who gave a special Christmas gift to
the church this holiday season. Keep watching the
bulletin board in Fellowship Hall throughout the
new year for information on the budgeted items
within the general fund for 2023.

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE
MONTH OF:
December

IN PERSON
48

GOD BLESS & HAPPY NEW YEAR

VIRTUALLY
44

Bible In A Year
Psalms—3 per week
Proverbs—1 chapter per day
+
January:
Genesis, Exodus

The Annual Report will be available either
printed or sent to you as a PDF on January 15.

If you prefer a PDF copy, please notify Cheryl
Longshore, Clerk of Session before
January 10.
Sharon Reinhardt
Howard Kennedy
serendip353@gmail.com
Jonathan Evans
Dave Lane

Jan 7
Jan 12
Jan 15
Jan 16
Jan 20
Jan 28

Kerri Crawford
Deb Berner
Mary Copus
Cheryl Longshore

Feb 17
Feb 18
Feb 20
Feb 27

The Annual Congregational meeting will be held Jane Stevens
January 22, 2023, at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. Ron Bjorhus

Volunteers
COMMUNION SERVERS
January 1
Gail Graham, Nancy Craig, Marsha North,
Susie Wirsing

If we inadvertently omitted your birthday (or that of
a family member) or got the wrong date, please call
the Church office, or send an email to the Witness, so
that we can add your special day to our list.

LITURGISTS
Jan 1: Gail Evans Jan 8: Dawn Gatke
Jan 15: Guy DeChellis Jan 22: Wendy Quine
Jan 29: Arleen Younkman
Feb 5: Verne Crissman Feb 12: Kerri Crawford
Feb 19: Carol Arnett Feb 26: Susie Wirsing

CONTACT THE WITNESS
Deb Berner, Editor
fpcfrontoffice@gmail.com

USHERS
January:
Marsha North

CONTRIBUTORS:
Deb Berner, Jonathan Evans, Gail Graham,
Judy Taylor, Arleen Younkman

February:
Marsha North
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January 2023
Witness
First Presbyterian Church
180 North Adams Street
Wickenburg, AZ 85390
Phone: 928-684-2836
Email: fpcfrontoffice@gmail.com

NEW SUNDAY STUDY STARTING!!
JANUARY 8, 11:30 A.M.

2 Corinthians makes several unique contributions to
believers understanding of their life in Christ and
relation to the world.
All are Welcome. Please Join Us!!
9

